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In 1999, 3550 Missourians died as a result of injuries, including
unintentional and intentional injuries. Unintentional injuries are
the fifth leading cause of death, suicide the tenth leading cause,
and homicide the fifteenth leading cause of death among
Missourians. In Missouri, more children and young adults, ages
1 to 35, die from unintentional injuries than from any other cause
of death. Homicide is the second leading cause of death for
children and young adults, ages 5 to 25. During the twentieth
century (1900’s), trauma replaced infectious diseases as the
most important threat to Missouri’s children.

o Motor vehicle traffic is the number one cause of
deaths among ages 1-34.

o Falls are the leading cause of unintentional deaths
among the 65+ age group. It is the second and
third leading cause of unintentional deaths
among the 55-64 and 45-54 age groups
respectively.

o Firearms play a significant role in homicides ages
10-44 and in suicides ages 10 to 64.

(@) Homicides appear as one of the ten leading
causes of death as early as the <1 age group
where it weighs in at number ten. It continues to
rise as aleading cause through the 5-9 age group
to the 15-24 age group where it is listed as the
second leading cause of death.

o Homicides remain as one of the ten leading
causes of death through age 44.

Although the number of deaths caused by injuries is stagger-
ing, the number of non-fatal injuries totaled almost 600,000 in
1999. Many Missourians who survive injuries experience long-
term or permanent disabilities resulting in time lost from work
and family, as well as costly medical and rehabilitation expenses,
pain, and suffering.

o Unintentional injuries alone account for over
30,000 hospitalizations and 530,000 emergency
room visits annually.

o Motor vehicle injuries are responsible for nearly
6,000 hospitalizations and 66,100 emergency
room visits each year for all age groups.

o Falls cause over 16,000 hospitalizations and
nearly 139,000 emergency room visits.
o Firearm related injuries account for over 650

hospitalizations and nearly 1,300 emergency
room visits annually for all groups.
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The economic costs to society resulting from injuries are high.
The direct cost is only the beginning as disability from injury
results in loss of productivity. In 1999, the hospital costs for
emergency room and inpatient care related to injuries exceeded
$887.9 million. The greatest portion of those hospital costs
was attributed to unintentional injuries at about $785.5 million,
followed by assault at over $41.9 million, and self inflicted inju-
ries at over $20.8 million. Of these costs, over $24.6 million
were paid by Medicaid. These costs only reflect hospital costs;
the costs of going to a private physician and rehabilitation are
not included in these figures.

Nationally, more than five million life years are lost; and in
Missouri, nine life years per 100 injured persons are lost. The
costs to Missouri and other states (including medical costs, work
lost, and insurance claims expense) now exceeds $325 billion
annually.

Deaths
3,383

Hospital discharges
35,688

Emergency department visits
564,183

Episodes of injuries reported
599,871

Burden of injury 1999
Figure represents all injuries regardless of intent.



